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Dear National Native American Law Students Association Members: 

 

Hello friends and relatives! I respectfully ask you to admit this statement as my letter of interest for my candidacy 

as Secretary for the National Native American Law Students Association (NNALSA). For the upcoming term, 

I will be a 3L student at the Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University. I am a member 

of the Navajo Nation. I currently serve as the Public Relations Director at the ASU Law Chapter of NALSA. 

 

My passion for attending law school stems from an innate need to serve my people and underserved communities 

and to make my parents proud of their first-generation college and graduate school student. After graduating 

from the Georgia Institute of Technology, I worked for three years teaching youth with learning disabilities and 

behavioral issues in a one-on-one intensive, remedial learning environment. Following that rewarding 

experience, I lived in Israel for a year working with youth in a politically-charged setting, with the purpose of 

guiding them to build cross-cultural relationships in mostly Israeli Jewish, Israeli Arab, and Palestinian 

communities using the sport of ultimate frisbee. 

 

Through these life experiences, I realize the importance of creating meaningful relationships with the amazing 

people around me that have similar values. I realize that my most powerful feelings of happiness and gratitude 

bloom when I give back to my friends and my community. NNALSA and my NALSA chapter have given me 

that community, and as a result, it makes absolute sense for me to humbly run for Secretary as part of the 

NNALSA Executive Board. 

 

Throughout my academic and professional career, I have gained considerable skills related to the duties and 

responsibilities for NNALSA Secretary. Most recently, I have been working as an intern for the Legal Education 

Support in Pakistan Program as part of the ASU International Rule of Law and Security Program. My duties 

have included drafting quarterly reports and cost extension proposals for federal grant funds that my supervisor 

submitted to a federal agency. Additionally, I served as the Southeast Regional Director for USA Ultimate, 

where I oversaw all aspects—administrative, financial, and competition-related—of the College Championship 

Series. My Regional Director duties spanned three college divisions among seven states. 

 

NNALSA Priorities as Secretary:  

• TRANSPARENCY. Communicating with NNALSA members regarding the activities of the Executive 

Board. Clearly stating goals and accomplishments in a timely manner. 

• PROFESSIONALISM. Timely submitting all required documents to maintain NNALSA’s nonprofit 

status. Streamlined and concise communications within the organization and to outside parties. 

 

Thank you to my family, mentors, professors, colleagues, friends, and more for being the complete foundation 

to my successes and influential experiences. My law school education would not be possible without them. I 

will strive to provide our NNALSA members the same support and encouragement in order to affirm the inherent 

greatness and strong character that we can consistently see across Indian Country. 

 

With respect and gratitude, 

 
Leah Tsinajinnie 
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